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The Happenings 
Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church 
9 Upper River Street, P.O. Box 386, Brookfield, MA 01506 
buuc01506@gmail.com, www.buuc.org, 508-867-5145  
 
 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST TRIVIA 

In 1553 Michael Servetus was convicted 

and burned at the stake in Geneva. 

What was Servetus convicted of? 

 

A.  Opposition to child baptism 

B.  Slandering the Pope 

C.  Antitrinitarianism 

 D.  A and B 

 E.  A and C 

 

 The answer is on page 4. 

 

 

 

 

January Services* 
Sunday morning services are held at 10:30 am. 

January 1:  "A Service in the Spirit of the Quakers" Worship Leader:  Cruger Johnson Phillips 

January 8:  "Making Our Spirituality Come Alive" Worship Leader:  John Kennison 

Music:  Rick Condee and Lila Farrar, Telemann flute duets 

January 15:  "Fewer, Better Things" Worship Leader:  Rev. Craig M. Nowak 

Music:  BUUC Choir 

January 22:  "A Love Letter from the Declutter Queen" Worship Leader:  Amy Frisella 

Music:  Jared and Jessica Adams 

January 29:  "Holding Fast" (written by Kelly Weisman Asprooth-Jackson) 

Service planned by Jo Ann Pierce; Worship Leader:  Fritzi Foster 

Music:  BUUC Choir 

*A Note About Worship 

With increasing rates of respiratory illnesses, we ask that if you feel ill at all, please stay home and take care 

of yourself.  We want all of us to be in community, just not with communicable diseases.   Thank you. 

A Welcoming Congregation  

and a Green Sanctuary 

We are a fellowship of seekers 

after truth, bound by no dogma, 

restricted by no creed. 

Our Affirmation 

TOGETHER: We unite in an 
atmosphere of care and support to 
foster spiritual health and growth. 

TOGETHER: We focus on sharing our 
ideas and histories, with warmth, 
hope, loving friendship and an 

open mind. 

TOGETHER: We nurture stability for 
our daily lives and seek motivation 

to reach out to the larger 
community. 

 

January 2023 

mailto:buuc01506@gmail.com
http://www.buuc.org/
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Music Notes 

 This past November, Rick Condee and I played some Georg Philipp Telemann  (1681-

 1767) flute duets in church and I wrote a bit about them in the OOS notes.  These nine 

 Sonatas were never published in his lifetime.  That in and of itself is not 

 remarkable.  Publishing things like this was a rather new thing in the 18th century and 

 Telemann was actually one of the most published composers of his day.  It speaks to 

 his popularity.  It might also speak to his need for income to cover his second wife's 

gambling debts, but never mind.  If you had a copy of music in those days, it is more than likely you 

copied it yourself with pen and ink.     

One such manuscript was in the extensive collection of Sara Levy, of a German Jewish banking 

family.  She was a trained musician and hosted soirees which included her nephew, Felix 

Mendellsohn.  It is not known when or how her collection entered the Sing-Akademie in Berlin, and that 

is the first miracle of survival, as I see it.  The second is that someone moved the collection out of Berlin 

during WWII, saving it, but it remained missing until it was discovered in Kyiv in 1991 (at the time known 

by the Russian spelling Kiev).   In December 2001 this remarkable body of sheet music was returned to 

Germany where it is now preserved at the Staatsbibliothek Preußischer Kulturbesitz in Berlin.  At the time, 

it seemed like a nice thing, the miracle of survival only coming into focus in recent months. It was only 

when the Telemann holdings began to be sorted through in 2002 that this manuscript of Nine Sonatas 

for Two Transverse Flutes was discovered, and finally printed for the very first time in 2006.  Attesting to 

how well liked they are, our copies are already from the second printing (2009). 

Rick and I really enjoyed working on the first Sonata (in B minor) and playing the three pieces for 

BUUC.  We immediately looked at the second Sonata (one of two in E minor), also in three movements 

(separate pieces), and quickly determined we wanted to work on it as well.  Reflecting on how 

precarious is the survival of works of art, especially with war, has led to the decision to play them all.  

Thus I am announcing a series that began Nov 2022 and will include them all—maybe sequentially, 

maybe not.   The Sonatas are made up of varying numbers of movements, ranging from two to five, so 

how they will be used during the course of a given worship service will vary.  Also, we are not 

committing to a particular timeline, only that we will eventually play them all, if we live that long!   I 

hope you enjoy them half as much as we do. 

Also on the BUUC musical horizon:  March 19 is Celtic Music Sunday this year.  We always hope for as 

many participants as possible and hope to get people involved earlier this year.  See Lila for 

details.  And remember that there is more music info on the Parlor Organ. 

Lila M. Farrar, 

Music Director 

Generosity Abounds 

Thank you to all who 

contributed to our  

holiday offering. 

Pastoral Coverage Jan 20th—Feb 1st 

Rev. Craig will be away Jan 20th to Feb 1st. Coverage for pastoral 

emergencies will be provided by the Rev. Aaron Payson.   

Cell (textable) — 508-963-5959  

Email — arpayson@charter.net  

mailto:arpayson@charter.net
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Supplies Corner 

Each month this will be the place where you 

can see what supplies our church needs. 

Donations may be placed in the first 

recycling bin in the kitchen. 

 snow melt — 6 large containers 

 sand 

 paper towels — 2 rolls 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

Notes from the Director of  

Religious Exploration 

Thank you to everyone who 

donated to the Brookfield 

and East Brookfield-based 

group, Toys for Joy.   

This initiative was based on what Religious 

Explorers said they were concerned about 

when we talked about how we would reach 

out to the larger community this 

church year.   

This picture represents just a portion of the 

BUUC's generosity for our neighbors. 

 

 

Calendar Fundraiser 

We will have a Raffle Calendar for the month of 

March (date moved due to the time constraints 

of collecting donations), with daily drawings for 

items (mostly gift certificates) of $25 or more.  For 

a donation of $20/chance, individuals will have a 

chance of winning a daily prize and get re-

entered to hopefully win again! 

Members are asked to help: 

We will need lots of donations.  Gift cards will be 

the easiest.  These gift cards can be bought by 

you or donated by any business or individual you 

know.  In January we will collect the donations 

(minimum $25) to fill in the 31 days of the March 

calendar — special gifts on weekend days (email 

Chris Keough-Huff with details of your donation).   

We want to have a special prize on March 17th 

for St Patrick’s Day.  Possibly $200 to $300.  

(Suggestion: gift basket filled with whatever 

donations are received — candy, gift cards for 

restaurants, alcohol, and anything St Patrick’s 

Day related).  Donations are needed as soon as 

possible, but definitely by January 28th. 

In February 2023 — SELL, SELL, SELL — tickets!  A 

calendar flyer to distribute in-hand to family and 

friends, and by email to your network, will be 

provided.   Any other ideas are 

welcomed!   SALES END February 28, 2023.    Every 

ticket is pure profit. 

DRAWINGS START March 1, 2023. 

We want to have some fun and excitement with 

the daily drawings.  Suggestions on how to do 

that are needed.  The winners will be posted on 

our social media.  People who purchased the 

gifts will be asked to keep them, and when 

someone wins their prize, to help us get it to that 

person.  

Any questions to be made to Chris Keough-Huff, 

413-262-3101 or smurf111@charter.net. 

Thank you all for your help and let’s have some 

fun!!! 

 

mailto:smurf111@charter.net
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We Rise: 
Social Justice Resources Page 

For those who feel called by our faith to take the side of 

human worth and dignity through social action.  Go to 

www.buuc.org and click the tab “We Rise: Social 

Justice Resources” on the menu at the left side of the 

page. 

Rev. Craig’s Office Hours 

First Wednesday of the month 1—2pm at the church. 

Sundays at the church when he’s in the pulpit 

immediately following the service until 12:30pm. 

Via Zoom, Facetime (for iphone users) and telephone: 

Email him at revcraignowak@comcast.net,  

or call 860-916-9261, to schedule a time.  

 

Announcements 

Food for Faith: Adult Religious Exploration 

"Creation as a Spiritual Practice" 

Afternoon Group:  Monday, 1/2 at 1:30pm 

Evening Group:  Tuesday, 1/3 at 6:30pm  

Stone Soup* 

Stone Soup is back at the church! 

Wednesday, January 4th at 12pm.  Come catch 

up with friends and have lunch together. 

*At this time attendees are invited to bring their 

lunch.  Coffee, tea, and a dessert will be 

provided. 

Book Club  

The BUUC Book Discussion Group will be meeting 

via ZOOM on Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00pm to 

discuss The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time 

Indian by Sherman Alexie.  Please feel free to 

attend.  A complete list of this year's books can 

be found on our website at 

www.buuc.org/events.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Barbara Hale at 

b.lambert.hale@gmail.com.  

CESA 

The Committee for Ecology and Social Action is 

now meeting the third Wednesday of the 

month.  Our next meeting is Wednesday, 

January 18th, at 7:00pm on ZOOM.  If you have 

any questions or would like more information, 

please contact Penny Blum at 

quabbinquilter@gmail.com 

Journaling Group 

The BUUC Journaling group is open to anyone 

interested in keeping a journal.  We gather 

monthly on Zoom to journal quietly with some 

suggested prompts.  While we usually chat a little, 

we do not discuss our writings.  Please feel free to 

join us!  Our next meeting is Monday, January 

30th at 7:00pm.  If you have any questions, email 

Cara Wales at c.l.c.wales@gmail.com. 

Women’s Alliance 

Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25th 

at 7:00pm on ZOOM.   

Contact Laurie Magnuson (508-867-3763). 

Choir Practice 

7:00-8:30pm each Thursday.   

Contact Music Director Lila M. Farrar at 

lilamfarrar@gmail.com or 508-864-5978. 

Executive Committee 

First Monday of the month at 6:30pm.  

UU Trivia Question Answer:  E 

Legacy Giving 

Over the years members and friends have included 

BUUC in their wills or estate plans to help ensure our faith 

and this church will be here for future generations. You 

can, too. Gifts to BUUC’s Trust help secure a place for 

liberal religious values in an increasingly illiberal world.  

Contact Rev. Craig at revcraignowak@comcast.net 

for more information. 

 

Nursery Volunteers Needed 

We are looking for volunteers to work in the nursery.  You 

will go downstairs after Joys and Concerns.  A CORI must 

be completed ahead of time (BUUC will provide that 

service).   

If you are interested, please see Robyn Vincent or 

email robynbuuc@yahoo.com.   

Volunteers Needed for Hybrid Worship 

Our ability to hold hybrid services (in-person and 

streaming) depends on having volunteers able to start 

and monitor the laptop at church during worship.  

If you are interested in volunteering please contact 

Robyn Vincent at robynbuuc@yahoo.com. 

http://www.buuc.org/
mailto:revcraignowak@comcast.net
http://www.buuc.org/events
mailto:b.lambert.hale@gmail.com
mailto:quabbinquilter@gmail.com
mailto:c.l.c.wales@gmail.com
mailto:lilamfarrar@gmail.com
mailto:robynbuuc@yahoo.com
mailto:robynbuuc@yahoo.com
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Interested in 

Membership at BUUC?  

Unitarian Universalism is a 

covenantal faith making 

membership in our community 

both simple and challenging.  It is 

simple in that to become a 

member all that is generally 

required is signing the 

membership book.   It is 

challenging because that is not all 

that is asked of our members.  In 

addition to honoring our 

congregational covenant, as a 

member you would be asked to: 

• Worship in community 

regularly 

• Work faithfully on your own 

spiritual development 

• Be involved in a ministry of 

service to others 

• Share your financial resources 

as stewards of the present and 

future of this religious 

community 

• Continue to learn and 

connect to the wider 

movement of Unitarian 

Universalism 

• Assume responsibility for 

offering the genuine hospitality 

of this community to all who 

come here.   

Visitors and friends curious to know 

more or who are considering 

becoming a member of BUUC are 

invited to contact Rev. Craig at 

revcraignowak@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Resources 
At the heart of Unitarian Universalism is a deep recognition and respect for the 

interconnectedness of life.  As a faith community, Brookfield Unitarian 

Universalist Church seeks to foster spiritual health and growth, but we also 

recognize that it is equally important to encourage and empower one another 

to lives of physical, mental, and emotional health and well-being.   To that end, 

we have launched our Community Resources page.  To access the page visit 

http://www.buuc.org/community-resources.html. 

Who’s Who at BUUC 

Staff 
Minister 

Rev. Craig M. Nowak 

Director of Religious Exploration  

Cara Wales 

Music Director 

Lila M. Farrar 

Office Assistant 

Emily Foster  

Executive Committee 
Ex-Officio member 

Rev. Craig M. Nowak  

President 

Robyn Vincent 

Treasurer 

Colleen Groner 

Clerk 

Gary Blanchard 

Members-at-Large 

Christine Keough-Huff, Fritzi Foster, 

Amy Frisella, Laurie Magnuson 

Collector 

Dave Yutzler 

Committees and Groups 
Committee on Ministry 

Mary Frisella, Roxann Smith,  

Donna Sullivan 

Flower Committee 

Lila Farrar (chair), Judy Trifone, Donna 

Sullivan 

Membership Committee 

Debbie Ennis, Joanne Hamerly, 

Donna Boyea, Penny Blum, Christine 

Holbrook, Alix McNitt, Robyn Vincent 

Nominating Committee 

Joanne Hamerly, Donna Boyea, 

Karen Keough-Huff 

Trustees 

Doug Smith, Roxann Smith,  

Kirk Upton 

Women’s Alliance 

Laurie Magnuson, President 

Worship Committee 

Jo Ann Pierce, Roxann Smith, John 

Kennison, David Yutzler, Barb Hale 

 

Our Covenant 

As we share our lives in this place 
of blessed community, we promise 
to unite in an atmosphere of care 
and support, provide a spiritual 
home for ourselves and our 
children, and work together in our 
search for truth and caring ways 
to be in community with each 
other, both within and beyond 
these walls.  

We seek to embody a welcoming 
community of  
 

CARING, SUPPORT, AND SERVICE 
 

We therefore promise to: 

• Treat each other with respect, 
trust, and compassion 

• Actively listen to all points of 
view on important issues 

• Create an open environment for 
nonjudgmental    participation 

• Honor dissenting views, 
agreeing to disagree 

• Make decisions with as much 
participation as possible 

• Accept that we will make 
mistakes, forgive each other, and 
move on 

• Express gratitude for the efforts 
of others 

• Work together to live by our 
Covenant; and 

• Try to the best of our ability to 
live by our Unitarian Universalist 
Principles and Purposes, affirming 
our tradition of service and justice 
for all. 

Adopted by the members of 

 BUUC May 20, 2012 
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We’re on the web 

www.buuc.org  

Follow us on Facebook  

 

 

 

P. O. Box 386 

9 Upper River Street 
Brookfield, MA 01506 

  

Phone: 508-867-5145 

Email: buuc01506@gmail.com  

BROOKFIELD 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 

http://www.buuc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Brookfield-Unitarian-Universalist-Church/114060248615601

