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We are a Welcoming Congregation and a Green Sanctuary.                                 

We are a fellowship of seekers after truth,                                                          
bound by no dogma, restricted by no creed. 

Our Affirmation 

Here: We unite in an atmosphere of care and support to foster spiritual 
health and growth. 

Here: We focus on sharing our ideas and histories, with warmth, hope, lov-
ing friendship and an open mind. 

Here: We nurture stability for our daily lives and seek motivation to reach 
out to the larger community. 
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MARCH WORSHIP 

March 4: “Chosen” - Rev. Craig M. Nowak, Intergenerational; Music- Choir 

March 11: “Faith and Belief” - Jared Adams; Music- Celtic Music Sunday 

March 18: “Room to Grow” - Rev. Craig M. Nowak; Music: Choir 

March 25: “Moments of Faith” - Roxann Smith; Music- Flute Trio: Mackenzie Morrell, 
Rick Conde, Lila Farrar 

GENEROSITY ABOUNDS!          

Thank you to all our members, friends, children, guests and visitors who have modeled 
the spirit and practice of generosity in the close quarters of the church’s lower level as 
we await repairs to our sanctuary and to those who have contributed to cover the 
church’s insurance deductible.  

Thank you to Sofia Agyare for taking on the March newsletter as we transition from our 
former Office Assistant Angie Ellison to our new Office Assistant Betsy Azarowski. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and EVENTS 
Stone Soup Luncheon                                                                                     
March 7, 2018 12 noon at BUUC                                                                                                       
All are invited for Stone Soup where your presence is the secret (and most important in-
gredient.  We provide the soup and coffee/tea, you bring something to share (bread, 
juice, appetizer/dessert).  Come share an hour of food, friends and conversation. 

BUUC Book Group 
The next meeting of the BUUC Book Group will be on Tuesday, March 13 at 7 pm at the 
church.  This group is open to anyone who would to attend. 
We have chosen our books for the remainder of the current church year as follows: 
March:  Summer Over Autumn:  A Small Book of Small Town Life by Howard Mans-
field (March 13) 
April:  Exit West: A Novel by Mohsin Hamid (April 10) 
May:  Killers of the Flower Moon:  The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by 
David Grann (May 8) 
June:  Little Bee by Chris Cleave (June 12) 
If you have any questions or suggestions contact Barbara Hale at 
b.lambert.hale@gmail.com 
Get reading! 



Women’s Alliance 
The BUUC Women’s Alliance will be holding their 22nd Annual Goods & Services Silent 
Auction on Saturday, March 17, 2018 downstairs at the Brookfield Unitarian Universal-
ist Church from 6:30 – 9 PM.  We will also have raffle baskets, a 50/50 raffle, and an 
h'orderves cook-off! 

We are looking for donations of goods and services to be auctioned.  Here are some sug-
gestions:  craft or music lessons, tutoring, babysitting services, companion or respite 
services, jewelry, tickets to local shows or events, food items (such as lasagna or a pie), 
unique items, domestic chores, nifty gadgets, gift certificates for local restaurants, 
handmade crafts.  The possibilities are endless.  Please be creative! 

The Women’s Alliance of the Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church has met since 
1859.  The Alliance provides support to the church and service to the community.  It also 
serves the social and spiritual needs of women through fellowship, group expression, 
and programs of education, service. 

Worship Committee  
On April 1st, which is Easter Sunday, the BUUC plans to celebrate new beginnings by 
offering half of our collection plate with LGBT Asylum Seekers Task Force. As you may 
recall, this organization led our services on February 11th and many community mem-
bers expressed a desire to help the asylum seekers through our church. The stories we 
heard from these asylum seekers were heart breaking and it seems that the task force in 
Worcester is one of very few organizations offering to lend a hand to these people in 
America. 

From their website (www.lgbtasylum.org): 
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) Asylum Task Force is a ministry of 
Hadwen Park Church and a community-based organization dedicated to supporting and 
empowering LGBTQI individuals who are seeking asylum in the United States. 
Asylum seekers who file for asylum in the United States are not permitted to work until 
they are granted a work permit and social security number, a process which can take 
more than a year. During that time, we strive to provide housing and financial support. 

Our goal is to educate the public in an effort to change policy around the globe so that 
someday no LGBTQI person will need to seek asylum because of their sexual orientation 
or gender identity and the need to find a safe place. 

Please consider planning to increase your usual donation this Easter Sunday and join 
the celebration of new beginnings for these people. 



!  

CIRCLE EARLY SUPPER                                      

March 11th at 1:30 PM.                          
In Member’s Homes 

We are once again trying out our newly adopted Circle Lunch event.  It will be held on 
Sunday, during the day, so that people won’t be trying to find a member’s home in the 
cold and dark.  In addition, this may help to include those who can’t attend on a Satur-
day night. The food could be the same type of fare or it could be changed to a brunch 
style.  That would be up to the host. 

We hope you will consider attending this event.  Meeting church members in a smaller 
venue can help you get to know people a little better, and my favorite benefit, help you 
remember their names. 

If you have any questions, give Debbie Ennis a call 978-257-8062. 
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES PAGE                                                                    
At the heart of Unitarian Universalism is a deep recognition and respect for the inter-
connectedness of life. As a faith community, Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church 
seeks to foster spiritual health and growth, but we also recognize that it is equally im-
portant to encourage and empower one another to lives of physical, mental, and emo-
tional well-being. To that end, we have launched our Community Resources Page. To 
access the page visit www.buuc.org and click on the “Community Resources” tab on the 
side menu. 

!  

WE RISE                                                                                                                
Social Justice Resources Page for those who feel called by our faiths and take side of 
human worth and dignity through social action. Go to www.buuc.org and click the tab 
“We Rise on Social Justices” on the side me
!  
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!    From the Minister    

DEAR FRIENDS,  

When I was a hospital chaplain I wore a pager that would buzz or beep when my 
attention was needed somewhere in the hospital. Sometimes it would buzz or 
beep in rapid succession.  Of course, I can’t be in more than one place at a time so 
I’d have to prioritize my response to the pages.  With practice, I became pretty 
good at discerning how to prioritize multiple and sometimes competing pages 
which made my work more effective and less stressful. 
  
Most of us don’t wear pagers at work or anywhere else for that matter, but we do 
experience multiple, sometimes competing calls for our attention and commit-
ment, including from our faith community.  In our consumer driven society we’re 
most often trained to consider convenience and (lower) cost above all else in de-
termining value and ordering our priorities. From a consumer perspective, 
church is at a disadvantage for it is not always convenient or cheap. 
  
But church is not a consumer product.  Its value to our lives is not fairly assessed 
or measured by how easy or low cost it is. Rather its value rests in the depth and 
breadth of the claim it makes on our lives.  The way it inspires and challenges us.  
The opportunity it offers us and others to experience and  explore meaning, pur-
pose and community.  The alternative vision it casts and call us to live into being 
in our own lives and the wider world.   These are the metrics by which we are 
asked to assess the value of our faith and our church every day.  And these are the 
metics I invite you to use as you reflect upon your financial commitment (pledge) 
to BUUC during our annual canvass which begins in March. 
  
Your pledge to BUUC is part of the “time, talent and treasure” we ask of people to 
support and sustain this faith community and which we receive with gratitude in 
whatever proportion people are able to give. As both a responsibility and privilege 
of membership, your giving, including your pledge ensures not only our ability to 
meet routine operational expenses, but also the continuation of 300 years of reli-
gious community. Which, having inspired the commitment of generations and 
stood the test of time, today serves as a strong, viable religious alternative and 
spiritual home where individuals and families with diverse beliefs, practices and 
life experiences gather in cooperative, covenanted community in service to each 
other and the world.     
  
I hope you will join me again or for the first time, in making a pledge to support 
the community that is BUUC.  Opportunities to pledge, ask questions, and share 
your thoughts will be available throughout the month of March and by contacting 
myself or a member of the church’s Executive Committee.  Thank you. 
  
Peace and blessings, 
 Rev. Craig 



From the President                                                                                                          

No doubt this was a difficult winter for our little stone building.  Part of our 
heater broke when the temperatures were below zero causing our pipes to freeze.  
Believe it or not, we were lucky to only lose our radiators on the sanctuary level.  
Many of us have pitched in to help in some way - cleaning, negotiating with our 
insurance company, meeting contractors, juggling the community meal, manag-
ing music rehearsals and committee meetings and even lugging extremely heavy 
radiators out of the building, and so much more – way too many of us helped in 
too many ways for me to name!   

It amazes me how many people are vested in this church in the country.   

I think it’s because we know we can make a difference here.  In a very real way, 
we are all “shareholders” of the Brookfield UU Church because there is no other 
person, entity or group, outside of ourselves, to tell us what to do.  Everything we 
do is guided by principles we adopted and a mission statement we created.  We 
decide what programs matter to us.  We decide how to spend our time.  If there is 
energy and enthusiasm to do something, we do it.  Being responsible for every-
thing can be daunting work but we do the work knowing it is valuable and mean-
ingful.  I’m not sure what stage our sanctuary heating repairs will be in by the 
time you are reading this but I am willing to bet the work won’t be complete and 
that’s okay.  We’ve learned basements can be cozy, coffee hours can be crowded, 
and if an event is important, rooms can be arranged and re-arranged and 
arranged again.   

Even though it was a difficult winter for our building the experience reminded me 
we are not our building.  The Brookfield UU Church is a community of people 
who cherish not only their building but also their relationships with each other.  
And, as far as our relationships go, I think BUUC had a wonderful winter.   

See you in the pews, or folding chairs, it’s all good.     
Amy Frisella, President 

From the Music Director  

We have lots of special music coming up with many opportunities for everyone to 
be involved.  First up we want to applaud all the singers in the Intergenerational 
Choir who sang "Give Us Hope" on February 18.  It truly gave us hope!  It was ex-
citing to have more Intergenerational singers (AKA not regular choir members) 
of all ages, than ever before (9).  We have one more Intergenerational Choir 
scheduled for our Earth Day Service on April 15.  We plan to sing "This Pretty 
Planet" and "Look at the World" though we are waiting for permission for the 
word changes we have requested (more inclusive language) for the latter.  If you 
have sung before, we hope you will sing again.  And if you haven't and would like 



to give it a try, now is the time!   There will be rehearsals March 18 and April 8.  
See me if you are interested.  
  
March 11 is our annual Celtic Music Sunday, when all of our music is from the 
Celtic tradition.  The Postlude that day is when we practice the motto, "Some of 
the notes, some of the time".  Literally anyone and everyone can participate as 
long as you know how to play even one note.  There will be a rehearsal after 
church on March 4 for all.  And if you want to play more or most of the notes 
most of the time, i.e. participate by playing with others on other music for the 
service, see me.  There are opportunities for all skill levels. 
  
And our Bill of Rights project in which the choir is learning a musical setting of 
all Ten Amendments, continues with the Fourth Amendment on March 4.  Listen 
for how  unreasonable "unreasonable" sounds, with the accents falling in the 
wrong place, and the emphasis on "NO" in no warrants shall issue but upon 
probable cause.  And watch out for "to be seized".   On June 3, we will present the 
entire work, both in morning worship and in a public concert in the afternoon.  I 
hope many of you will want to help with the concert.  We need donations of food, 
help with set up and clean up for a reception afterward, as well as greeter/ushers, 
and folks to help with publicity.  Please speak to me if you can help.     
  
If you have any questions about any of these events, or music at BUUC in general, 
please talk to me.   

Lila M Farrar, Music Director.   

                 

!  
From the Director of Religious Education 

RED—Respect!  
ORANGE—Offer Kindness!  
YELLOW—Yearn to Learn Together!  
GREEN—Grow Together!                
BLUE—Believe in UU Ideals and Act!  
INDIGO—Insist on Peace, Freedom and Justice!                       
VIOLET—Value our Interdependence with Nature! 

These last few weeks, coping with the loss of the use of our sanctuary, colors from 
our ROY G BIV UU Principles keep popping up all round me. Particularly: 

RED! Respect Everyone or as the adult wording goes; We covenant to affirm and 
promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person. Our RE teachers have 
been reminding RE-ers to show respect for adults in worship by keeping their 
voices down, being careful when moving around in our crowded spaces (don’t 



step on each other!) and respecting the borrowed space. Our RE-ers have been 
doing a terrific job following those instructions, living UU Principle #1 by show-
ing respect for other children and adults as well. 

YELLOW! Yearn to Learn Together or We covenant to affirm and promote accep-
tance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregation. 
How simple it is to accept others when there is plenty of space around us. But 
here we find ourselves, crowded together, lacking the spaces to put our coats and 
bags and hymnals, sitting on chairs that are perhaps more uncomfortable than 
our pews. Perhaps adults are hearing an RE story being read in another room or 
the enthusiastic discussion from our children. How awesome that folks can hear 
with a smile our littlest people in the nursery, especially during our special quiet 
moments of worship. 

Recent comments from children include: --It’s still church. We’re doing all the 
same things! –I like having my own chair. It’s my own space! –This is weird. –
We’re closer to coffee hour! --Well, the adults are respecting us because they are 
not using a microphone cuz if they were, we wouldn’t be able to hear each other 
and that would be really, really irritating…, … . 

BUUC folks have a history of coming together in the face of adversity and this has 
been no exception! How much we learn. Opportunities abound! 

See you in church!! 
Laurel Burdon, DRE 

!  
Thinking about joining BUUC?  Wondering if you should?   

  
John Wolf, the Minister Emeritus of a church in Tulsa, once wrote: “There is only 
one reason for joining a Unitarian Universalist church and that is: to support it.” 
  
“You want to support it because it stands against superstition and fear. Because 
this church points to what is noblest and best in human life. Because it is open to 
women and men of whatever race, creed, color, place of origin, or sexual orienta-
tion.” 
  
“You want to support a Unitarian Universalist church because it has a free pulpit. 
Because you can hear ideas expressed there which would cost any other minister 
his or her job. You want to support it because it is a place where children come 
without being saddled with guilt or terrified of some celestial Peeping Tom, 
where they can learn that religion is for joy, for comfort, for gratitude and love. 
  
“You want to support it because it is a place where walls between people are torn 
down rather than built-up. Because it is a place for the religious displaced per-
sons of our time, the refugees from mixed marriages, the unwanted free-thinkers 
and those who insist against orthodoxy that they must work out their own beliefs. 
  



“You want to support a UU church because it is more concerned with human be-
ings than with dogmas. Because it searches for the holy, rather than dwelling 
upon the depraved. Because it calls no one a sinner, yet knows how deep is the 
struggle in each person’s breast and how great is the hunger for what is good. 
  
“You want to support a UU church because it can laugh. Because it stands for 
something in a day when religion is still more concerned with platitudes than 
with prejudice and war. You want to support it not because it buys you some in-
surance policy towards your funeral service, but because it insults neither your 
intelligence nor your conscience, and because it calls you to worship what is truly 
worthy of your sacrifice.” 
  
“There is only one reason for joining a Unitarian Universalist church:                           
to support it!” 
  
If you’re ready to support the values and principles of this faith by joining BUUC 
or would like to learn more about membership at BUUC, contact Rev. Craig at 
revcraignowak@comcast.net to set up a time to meet.  
!  
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