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The Happenings

 
“The Little Stone Church That Rocks” 
 

This month in Unitarian Universalist History 

1599 (11/13) John Saieninius, ruler of Krakow, Poland, converted from Calvinism to 

Socianism during a debate at Rakow and founded a Unitarian congregation. His son 

James later established a Unitarian seminary and printing office in Poland. 

1861 (11/18) Julia Ward Howe, a Unitarian, wrote “The Battle Hymn of the 

Republic” at the request of President Abraham Lincoln. 

1969 (11/11) Angus Hector MacLean died. MacLean was an influential Unitarian 

Universalist religious educator who advocated child-centered, experience-centered 

education. In, “The Method is the Message”, MacLean asserted how religion is taught 

is more important than what is taught. 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Generosity Abounds! 

Thank you to our Capital Campaign Committee, Amy Frisella, Kim Burdon and 
Tim Boon, for their work in getting our capital campaign up and running. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged thus far toward the Capital Campaign.  

$150,000 toward our $300,000 goal has been pledged as of the date the campaign 

launched. Your generosity brings us ever closer to our vision. 

A Welcoming 

Congregation 

and a Green 

Sanctuary 

We are a 

fellowship of 

seekers after 

truth, bound by 

no dogma, 

restricted by no 

creed. 

Our Affirmation 

HERE: We unite in 

an atmosphere of 

care and support 

to foster spiritual 

health and 

growth. 

HERE: We focus 

on sharing our 

ideas and 

histories, with 

warmth, hope, 

loving friendship 

and an open 

mind. 

HERE: We nurture 

stability for our 

daily lives and 

seek motivation 

to reach out to 

the larger 

community. 

Brookfield Unitarian Universalist 

Church 

9 Upper River Street, P.O. Box 386, 

Brookfield, MA 01506 

buuc01506@gmail.com, 

www.buuc.org, 508-867-5145 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

Services are at 10:30am unless noted. 

 

November 4: “It Matters” – Rev. Craig M. Nowak, Music – Choir 

November 11: “The Golden Thread”—Gary Blanchard, Music—Rick Condee, Flute 

November 18: Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service — Rev Craig M. Nowak, 

Music—Choir 

November 25:  “As Time Goes By” –Rev. Phyllis O’Connell, Music—Linda Friedmann, 

Harp 

 
Rev. Craig’s Office Hours 

Wednesdays 9:30am - 

10:00am; 1:00pm - 

3:00pm. 

Other times by 

appointment. 

 

mailto:buuc01506@gmail.com
http://www.buuc.org/
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When to Call the Minister 
 
When you don’t know me, but would like to. 

When you have problems or concerns you’d like to discuss -- problems with your job, children, 
partner/spouse, or anything else where a sympathetic ear might be of help.   

When someone close to you has died, is suicidal, or is critically ill. 
When you are going to the hospital or know of someone else in the congregation who is. 

When you’d like to make advance plans for your funeral or memorial service. 
When you’re planning to be married. 
When you have given birth to a child. 

When you wish to have a child dedication.  
When you have a friend or neighbor who would like more information about Unitarian Universalism. 

When you’re considering joining the church, but you still have some questions. 
When you’d like to include the church in your will or make a special gift, but you’re not sure how. 

When you’d like to help in committee work or church school teaching. 
When you’re upset with me or would like to express appreciation. 
When you’d like to talk about religion and spirituality. 

 
 

The Reverend Craig M. Nowak  
860-916-9261 or revcraignowak@comcast.net.  

 
 
 

 

About Rev. Phyllis O'Connell, guest speaker on Sunday, November 25 
 

     Rev. Phyllis B. O’Connell recently retired from parish ministry after 25 years.  She served the Melrose 
UU Church for ten years, the UU Society of Wellesley Hills for nine years, and local congregations as an 
interim minister for six years. 

     In retirement, she guest preaches and leads workshops called “Exploring Issues in Retirement” and has a 
chapter in the book, Landscapes of Aging and Spirituality, published by Skinner House.  Twice she has 

provided extended ministerial coverage for the Unitarian Universalist Society of Burlington Vt. while their 
senior minister was on leave. 

     Phyllis lives in Newton. She has two grown daughters, and two grandsons (ages 5 and 20 months.)  She 
enjoys opera, traveling, good movies, guest preaching, playing the flute in the New Horizons Community 
band in Wayland. She is so happy to have the freedom in retirement to read whatever strikes her fancy now 

that she’s no longer looking for sermon ideas. 

                      

   

mailto:revcraignowak@comcast.net
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As we share our lives in this place of blessed community, we promise to unite in an atmosphere 

of care and support, provide a spiritual home for ourselves and our children, and work together 

in our search for truth and caring ways to be in community withach other, both within and 

beyond these walls. We seek to embody a welcoming community of CARING, SUPPORT, 

AND SERVICE. 

We therefore promise to 

* Treat each other with respect, trust, and compassion; 

* Actively listen to all points of view on important issues; 

* Create an open environment for nonjudgmental    participation; 

* Honor dissenting views, agreeing to disagree; 

* Make decisions with as much participation as possible; 

* Accept that we will make mistakes, forgive each other, and move on; 

* Express gratitude for the efforts of others; 

* Work together to live by our Covenant; and 

* Try to the best of our ability to live by our Unitarian Universalist Principles and 

Purposes, affirming our tradition of service and justice for all. 

Adopted by the members of BUUC  

May 20, 2012 

 

Interested In Membership at BUUC? 

Unitarian Universalism is a covenantal faith making membership in our community both 

simple and challenging.  It is simple in that to become a member all that is generally required 

is signing the membership book.  It is challenging because that is not all that is asked of our 

members.  In addition to honoring our congregational covenant, as a member you would be 

asked to : 

• Worship in community regularly 

• Work faithfully on your own spiritual development 

• Be involved in a ministry of service to others 

• Share your financial resources as stewards of the present and future of this religious     

community 

• Continue to learn and connect to the wider movement of Unitarian Universalism 

• Assume responsibility for offering the genuine hospitality of this community to all  

who come here 

Visitors and friends curious to know more or who are considering becoming a 

member of BUUC are invited to contact Rev. Craig.                         

 

Who’s Who at BUUC 

Staff 
Minister 

Rev. Craig M. Nowak 

Religious Education Director 

Laurel Burdon 

Music Director 

Lila M. Farrar 

Office Assistant 

Betsy Azarowski  

 

Executive Committee 
Ex-Officio member 

Rev. Craig M. Nowak  

President 

Barbara Hale 

Treasurer 

Doug Smith 
Clerk 
Colleen Groner 
Members-at-Large 
Robyn Vincent, Laurie Magnuson,  
Donna Boyea, Amy Frisella 
 

Collector 
Christine Holbrook 
 

Committees and Groups 
Committee on Ministry 

Mary Frisella, Roxann Smith, 

Donna Sullivan 

Capital Campaign Committee 

Amy Frisella, Kim Burdon,            

Tim Boon 

Flower Committee 

Lila Farrar, Chair 
 

Membership Committee 

Debbie Ennis, Chair  
 

Nominating Committee 

Mary Frisella, Laurie Magnuson, 

Roxann Smith 
 

Trustees 

Carla Schirm, Roxann Smith, Kirk 

Upton 

    Women’s Alliance 

Laurie Magnuson, President 
 

Worship Committee 

Wendy Newhall, Chair 
 

Ultimate Team 

Ruth King, Diane Mossa,  

Judy Trifone 

 

Community Resources Page 

At the heart of Unitarian Universalism is a deep recognition and respect for the 

interconnectedness of life.  As a faith community, Brookfield Unitarian Universalist 

Church seeks to foster spiritual health and growth, but we also recognize that it is 

equally important to encourage and empower one another to lives of physical, 

mental, and emotional health and well-being.  To that end, we have launched our 

Community Resources page. To access the page visit www.buuc.org and click on the 

“Community Resources” tab on the side menu. 

We Rise: Social Justice Resources Page 

For those who feel called by our faith to take the side of human worth and dignity 

through social action.  Go to www.buuc.org and click the tab “We Rise: Social Justice 

Resources” on the menu at the left side of the page. 
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Music at BUUC 

 At a concert this summer of Bach's "Art of Fugue", violinist Daniel Stepner had this to say:  "A good fugue 

is a useful metaphor for a healthy democracy.  Each voice is independent and can be heard throughout as a cogent 

voice in its own right; and yet ultimately it harmonizes with all the other voices."  On Nov 4 the choir will sing "The 

Tenth Amendment", which is a quadruple fugue and the postlude will be a fugue by an early American composer.  

May it inspire us all as we prepare to vote on Election Day.  See the parlor organ for more extensive notes.   

 Notes about the music will continue to appear on the parlor organ from time to time, as noted in the Order 

of Service.  The notes from previous weeks remain there for the time being and will be relevant for some of the 

services coming up, as well.  Feel free to take any that are of interest.   Also be sure to check the parlor organ for 

notices of concerts, art show, lectures, or classes that may be of interest.    

 

Ted Yoder Concert at BUUC on November 10 

 Internet video sensation Ted Yoder brings his hammered dulcimer to the BUUC for a concert at 7:00 p.m. 

on Nov. 10, 2018. 

Ted Yoder’s cover of Tears for Fears’ “Everybody Wants to Rule the World” became one of the most-watched 

Facebook Live posts in 2016, with more than 101 million views from fans around the world. When a barefooted 

Yoder performed the hit on his hammered dulcimer in his Indiana family’s backyard with their pet raccoon, he 

immediately became an Internet sensation known as “Dulcimer Dad.” His unique performance style in popular songs 

including Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing,” The Beatles’ “Eleanor Rigby,” and classics such as “Amazing Grace” 

and “The Little Drummer Boy” has become known as “Yoderizing.” 

 For all the Internet hoopla, Ted Yoder is a musician with real chops. His talent and showmanship are 

steeped in an Appalachian musical tradition with origins that can be traced back to 300 BCE in Greece. He has 

played the dulcimer for decades and won America’s National Hammered Dulcimer Championship in 2010. Until you 

hear Ted Yoder, it is impossible to imagine that one wooden stringed instrument can sound like an entire rock band 

or a whole symphony orchestra all in one.  Yoder has released five solo albums and been featured in Huffington Post 

and on NPR’s All Things Considered.   

Tickets are $15 and are available through BrownPaperTickets.com or for cash at the door. 

    

  

 

  

UUA Course “Cakes for the Queen of Heaven” (part 2) offered by the 

Women’s Alliance 

Last year part one of Cakes for the Queen of Heaven was presented, yet is not 

a requirement for this second part.  The Women’s Alliance will present the 

first 3 of 6 sessions on Saturday, November 17 from 2-6 PM at the BUUC.  

Date/time for the remaining 3 sessions to be decided by participants that day.  

Here is what the UUA Women & religion website says about it: 

ON THE THRESHOLD: In the six-session continuation of the course, 

Volume II, we will continue our journey into the past to reclaim the stories of 

powerful women to be found in ancient Judaism and in early Christianity. We 

will also look at the global silencing and brutalization of women that 

accompanied the rise of patriarchal religion and society. Finally we will 

celebrate the exciting new world-view and theology that has emerged in our 

time, and explore the personal and social changes that may be suggested by 

that new world-view and theology.   
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Save the Dates! 

Game Night at the BUUC, Nov. 3rd at 6:30pm. This event is for kids and 
adults, we’ll have several games to choose from.  We’ll teach you to play 
if you don’t know how. Feel free to bring some simple finger foods.  If you 
have any questions contact Debbie at 978-257-8073 or 
Debbie@DebbieEnnis.com.  

Cakes for the Queen of Heaven- Offered by The Women’s Alliance. 

Sessions 1-3, Saturday Nov. 17, 2-6pm. Contact Laurie Magnuson for 

details: lmagnuson94@gmail.com. 

Holiday Decorating! Please join us on Friday, November 30 at 6:00pm to 

help decorate the church for the season. We provide the greens and 

decorations but it's the elves that put it all together and make it magical. 

If you have a favorite holiday decoration that you would like to add to the 

display, it is welcome. See Donna Sullivan at (508) 867-7036 or sully-

3@charter.net  if you would like to help or have any questions. 

The December Women’s Alliance Meeting will be on Friday, December 7 

at 6:30pm at the Spencer Country Inn. See Laurie or Barb Hale if you plan 

to attend, so they can get a count. 

 

Church Happenings 

Book Club 

Second Tuesday of the month, 

7pm. JOIN US for an all-inclusive 

(men and women of BUUC and 

beyond welcome) BUUC BOOK 

CLUB. The next meeting will be 

November 13.  Contact Barb Hale 

at b.lambert.hale@gmail.com for 

more information. 

 

Choir Practice 

Every Thursday, 7pm. See Lila for 
more information. 
 

Stone Soup Luncheon 
Oct – June, first Wednesday of the 
month, 12pm.  All are invited for 
Stone Soup, where your presence 
is the secret (and most important) 
ingredient. We provide the soup 
and coffee/tea; you bring 
something to share (bread, juice, 
appetizer /dessert).  Our next 
Stone Soup Luncheon will be 
Wednesday, November 7 . 

 

Women’s Alliance 

Second Wednesday of the month, 

7pm.  The next meeting will be 

Wednesday, November 14. 

Contact Laurie Magnuson (508-

867-3763). 

 

Membership Committee 

Once a month at 9:30am before 

Sunday service. Next meeting will 

be Sunday, November 11.  For 

more info, see Deb Ennis,   

Debbie @DebbieEnnis.com.  

 

Executive Committee 

First Monday of the month at 

6:30pm. 

Being a Green Sanctuary 

This includes recycling.  This is 
something that we all share.  
There is no one who comes 
around to clean up after us; that is 
to say there is no "they" only 
"we".  If we don't want to take the 
Order of Service home with us, we 
can put it in the blue recycling 
container at the back of the 
sanctuary.  There is a larger blue 
tub for recycling paper downstairs.  
Any paper that had food in or on it 
must go in the trash.  Thanks for 
keeping BUUC green! 
 

The BUUC Book Group 

will meet next on Tuesday, 

November 13 at 7 p.m.  Here are our 

books for the next three months: 

November 13:  A Prayer for Owen 

Meany by John Irving 

December 11:  The Monk of Mokha 

by Dave Eggers 

January 8:  The Good Father by Noah 

Hawley   

There  Are Allergies Among US  
Please limit your use of scents and 

chemicals, and leave as much latex as 
possible at home. 

mailto:Debbie@DebbieEnnis.com
mailto:lmagnuson94@gmail.com
mailto:sully-3@charter.net
mailto:sully-3@charter.net
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Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church 

9 Upper River St., P.O. Box 386 

Brookfield, MA  01506 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.buuc.org  

Follow  us on Facebook and Twitter: 

www.buuc.org 

@BrookfieldUU 

 

 

http://www.buuc.org/

