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Sunday morning services are held at 10:30 am. 

May 4:  “Emily Dickinson and the Universe of the Mind” Worship Leader:  Emily Foster 

Music:  BUUC Choir 

May 11:  “The Roads to Radicalized Hope” Worship Leader:  Rev. Misty-Dawn Shelly 

Music:  Lucy Colwell, French horn, & William Simpson, bassoon 

May 18:  Intergenerational Flower Communion Worship Leader:  Cara Wales 

 “Welcoming Beauty” Music:  BUUC Choir 

May 25:  “Be Free!” Worship Leader:  Jared Adams 

Music:  Emily Foster, piano; Brigid Choiniere, recorder; 

David Groner, cello; Jenny Adams, guitar 

A Note About Worship 

We hold hybrid services (in-person and streaming) as often as tech volunteers are available.  For those 

who wish to stream the service (attend online) a link will be provided via email.  If you'd like to volunteer 

to be one of our ZOOM Geeks, email Barb Hale at b.lambert.hale@gmail.com.  

 

A Welcoming Congregation  

and a Green Sanctuary 

We are a fellowship of seekers 

after truth, bound by no dogma, 

restricted by no creed. 

Our Affirmation 

TOGETHER: We unite in an 
atmosphere of care and support to 
foster spiritual health and growth. 

TOGETHER: We focus on sharing our 
ideas and histories, with warmth, 
hope, loving friendship and an 

open mind. 

TOGETHER: We nurture stability for 
our daily lives and seek motivation 

to reach out to the larger 
community. 

 

 

May Gratitude 

We are grateful for the generosity of 

everyone during our Canvass, 

far exceeding our pledge goals.  

The BUUC trust fund thanks all of you! 
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Religious Exploration Calendar 

May 4:  Field Trip to the Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry 

May 11:   RE Family Walk 

May 18:   Intergenerational Flower Communion 

May 25:   Regular Sunday; Adult RE after Fellowship Hour 

Flower Communion Reminder 

May 18 is our annual Flower Communion.  In keeping with this tradition, please bring a flower to 

church that Sunday.  If you join us on Zoom, you may provide yourself with a flower or have some 

paper and something to write or draw with.   

New Member Sunday 

On Sunday, May 18, we will celebrate the addition of new members to our 

congregation.  Please join us as we welcome them to our community! 

Cara Wales, 

DRE 

 

Music Notes 

 Before she was a poet, Emily Dickinson was a pretty serious piano student.  She 

 amassed quite a collection of piano music, which she had bound into one 

 volume which now resides in the Houghton Library at Harvard.  Having one's 

 sheet music bound into a single volume was common among young women of 

 her social class, but Emily Dickinson may have been more skilled and more serious 

 than most as her volume was about twice the size of the average ones.  Her 

niece Martha Dickinson Bianchi mentions that she "improvised brilliantly upon the piano all sorts of 

dramatic performances of her own."   

Her collection of sheet music included solo piano pieces, especially themes and variations often 

on familiar songs or opera arias, some of which also show up in the vocal solos. There were also 

waltzes, marches, traditional Scottish and Irish dance tunes.   

On May 4, all of the service music will be reflective of Emily Dickinson's music collection.  And the 

choir will sing musical settings of three of her poems.  Many have noted the rhythmic influence of 

the hymns of Isaac Watts with which she was very familiar from her youth, which prompted the 

composer Neely Bruce to use the early American Fuging Tune form as a starting point for his 

settings.  Long time BUUC attendees will recognize "It Takes a Prairie" composed by UU composer 

Toby Tate as it has been a favorite here for over two decades.   

About 1850 or 1851 when the book was bound, which may have signaled the end of her serious 

piano study, is also when Emily Dickinson began writing poems in earnest.  To read more about 

music in her life and how it influenced her poetry, see the book, Emily Dickinson's Music Book and 

the Musical Life of an American Poet by George Boziwick.  When I was having trouble getting the 

….. 



 

 

 

Our Bright Future 

In March we were fortunate to welcome Kwasi Acheampong as a guest speaker at BUUC.  

Between splitting the collection plate and direct donations, our community contributed a total of 

$325 to Kwasi’s organization Our Bright Future.  Thank you to all who were able to support this 

valuable project!  Order forms for Kwasi’s book can also be found on the table under the CESA 

board. 

CESA invites YOU to Participate in a Fundraiser for ACE 

The BUUC has supported ACE (African Community Education) since Laurel Burdon asked us to help 

collect Christmas gifts for the children in their community some 12 years ago.  In the last two years 

CESA has become more involved with ACE through our Warm Welcome Project.  Now, as we strive 

to increase our support of immigrant and refugee communities in Worcester, CESA is inviting 

everyone to participate in the ACE Peer-to-Peer Campaign.  There are a few ways to do this: 

❖ visit https://donate.acechildren.org/team/652461 to donate 

❖ share the link with friends, family, and neighbors, and ask them to donate 

❖ amplify the fundraiser on social media 

While this is a fundraiser for ACE, their secondary goal is to raise awareness of their programs.  There 

are other ways to support them such as becoming a volunteer or shopping at their online store.  

The more the BUUC amplifies this ACE campaign, the more we as a community support their work.  

Thank you for anything you can do to support this fundraiser.  CESA 

(CESA members can answer questions for you.) 

Helpsy Textile Collection 

The dates have been set for this year’s Textile Collection!  Due to high demand, we’ve extended 

the collection period this year:  July 12—19th.  We are also welcoming volunteers to join us.  If you 

can spare a couple hours during one (or more) of the collection days, or lend a hand (and strong 

back) to help load the truck on Sunday, July 20th, your assistance would be greatly appreciated!  

This is a great way to keep unusable material out of the landfill, keep usable items in circulation, 

raise some money for the church, and connect with members of the surrounding community. 

book from the Central/Western Mass Regional Library System our local Brookfield Library bought a 

copy!  I hope lots of people will check it out now!  You don't have to be a Brookfield resident to 

use our library.   

I am still looking for input as to when to offer a learning session for the Spanish 

Hymnal and ideas about what pieces might be most desirable to work 

on.  For any suggestions or questions please see me. 

Lila Farrar,  

Music Director 
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We Rise: 

Social Justice Resources Page 

For those who feel called by our faith to take the 

side of human worth and dignity through social 

action, go to www.buuc.org and click the tab “We 

Rise: Social Justice Resources” on the menu at the 

left side of the page. 

Announcements 

Stone Soup 

Wednesday, May 7th at 12:00pm.  Come catch 

up with friends and have lunch together.  

Attendees are invited to bring their lunch.  Coffee 

and tea will be provided. 

Games at the BUUC 

The last game gathering of this church year will be 

on Friday, May 9, starting at 6 pm.  Bring your 

games, your friends, snacks and sense of humor 

for a great couple of hours of play and 

community. 

Book Club  

The BUUC Book Discussion Group will be meeting 

via ZOOM on Tuesday, May 13th at 7:00pm to 

discuss Demon Copperhead by Barbara 

Kingsolver.  Please feel free to attend.  A 

complete list of this year's books can be found on 

our website at www.buuc.org/events.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Barbara Hale at 

b.lambert.hale@gmail.com.  

CESA 

The next meeting of the Committee for Ecology 

and Social Action will be Wednesday, May 28th, 

at 7:00pm on ZOOM.  (Please note this is the 4th 

Wednesday of the month, not the 3rd as usual.)  If 

you have any questions or would like more 

information, please contact Penny Blum at 

quabbinquilter@gmail.com 

Choir Practice 

6:55-8:30pm each Thursday.   

Contact Music Director Lila M. Farrar at 

lilamfarrar@gmail.com or 508-864-5978. 

Executive Committee 

First Monday of the month at 6:30pm.  

 

Flower Reminder 

We welcome donations for the altar most Sundays.  

Flower donations sign-up sheet is in the parlor.  If 

you sign up, you will get a reminder via 

email.  Please include contact information if you 

are not in the current directory.   

May 18 will be our Flower Communion Sunday 

when everyone is asked to bring a flower or twig for 

the collective bouquet.  It is always the most 

beautiful bouquet of the year! 

Any questions? see Lila Farrar, chair (aka music 

director) or Donna Sullivan or Judy Trifone, 

the Flower Committee that makes sure there are 

flowers on the altar every week. 

Pastoral Care 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact 

Rev. John Pastor at 978-724-0225. 

The Lay Pastoral Care Team has been training to 

provide extra support for the BUUC 

community.  Members Gary Blanchard, Laurel 

Hemmer, Cruger Johnson Phillips, and Cara Wales 

can meet with you in person, over the phone, or via 

Zoom.  Please contact Cara Wales 

(c.l.c.wales@gmail.com; 774-230-1398) to request 

lay pastoral care, and one of us will get back to 

you. 

 

http://www.buuc.org/
http://www.buuc.org/events
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mailto:lilamfarrar@gmail.com
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Interested in 

 

Unitarian Universalism is a 

covenantal faith making 

membership in our community 

both simple and challenging.  It is 

simple in that to become a 

member all that is generally 

required is signing the membership 

book.   It is challenging because 

that is not all that is asked of our 

members.  In addition to honoring 

our congregational covenant, as 

a member you would be asked to: 

• Worship in community regularly 

• Work faithfully on your own 

spiritual development 

• Be involved in a ministry of 

service to others 

• Share your financial resources 

as stewards of the present and 

future of this religious community 

• Continue to learn and 

connect to the wider movement 

of Unitarian Universalism 

• Assume responsibility for 

offering the genuine hospitality 

of this community to all who 

come here.   

Visitors and friends curious to know 

more or who are considering 

becoming a member of BUUC are 

invited to contact president Robyn 

Vincent at 774-230-6623 or 

robynbuuc@yahoo.com. 
 

 

Community Resources 

At the heart of Unitarian Universalism is a deep recognition and respect 

for the interconnectedness of life.  As a faith community, Brookfield 

Unitarian Universalist Church seeks to foster spiritual health and growth, 

but we also recognize that it is equally important to encourage and 

empower one another to lives of physical, mental, and emotional 

health and well-being.   To that end, we have launched our Community 

Resources page.  To access the page visit 

http://www.buuc.org/community-resources.html. 

Our Covenant 

As we share our lives in this place 

of blessed community, we 

promise to unite in an atmosphere 

of care and support, provide a 

spiritual home for ourselves and 

our children, and work together in 

our search for truth and caring 

ways to be in community with 

each other, both within and 

beyond these walls.  

We seek to embody a welcoming 

community of  

CARING, SUPPORT, AND SERVICE 

We therefore promise to: 

• Treat each other with respect, 

trust, and compassion 

• Actively listen to all points of 

view on important issues 

• Create an open environment 

for nonjudgmental    participation 

• Honor dissenting views, 

agreeing to disagree 

• Make decisions with as much 

participation as possible 

• Accept that we will make 

mistakes, forgive each other, and 

move on 

• Express gratitude for the efforts 

of others 

• Work together to live by our 

Covenant; and 

• Try to the best of our ability to 

live by our Unitarian Universalist 

Principles and Purposes, affirming 

our tradition of service and 

justice for all. 

Adopted by the members of 

 BUUC May 20, 2012 

 

Who’s Who at BUUC 

Staff 
Director of Religious Exploration  

Cara Wales 

Music Director 

Lila M. Farrar 

Office Assistant 

Emily Foster  

Executive Committee 
President 

Robyn Vincent 

Treasurer 

Roxann Smith 

Clerk 

Colleen Groner 

Members-at-Large 

Fritzi Foster, Christine Holbrook, 

Sharon Smith, Cruger Johnson Phillips 

Collector 

Dave Yutzler 

Committees and Groups 
Worship Committee 

Barb Hale (chair), Roxann Smith,  

John Kennison, David Yutzler,  

Linda Friedmann, Lila Farrar 

Flower Committee 

Lila Farrar (chair), Judy Trifone, 

Donna Sullivan 

Membership Committee 

Alix McNitt (chair), Joanne Hamerly, 

Donna Boyea, Penny Blum,  

Robyn Vincent, Karen Goudey, 

Laurel Hemmer 

Nominating Committee 

Joanne Hamerly, Donna Boyea, 

Karen Keough-Huff 

Women’s Alliance 

Donna Sullivan (chair), Donna 

Boyea, Barb Hale, Joanne Hamerly, 

Laurel Hemmer, Laurie Magnuson, 

Sharon Smith, Judy Trifone,  

Diane Mossa 

Committee for Ecology and Social 

Action (CESA) 

Penny Blum (chair), Joanne Hamerly, 

Donna Boyea, Laurel Hemmer,  

Sarah Swift, Barb Hale, Lila Farrar, 

Emily Foster, Alix McNitt,  

Kathleen Walker 

Trustees 

Doug Smith, Kirk Upton, 

Linda Friedmann 

mailto:robynbuuc@yahoo.com


 

 

 

We’re on the web 

www.buuc.org  

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@buucrocks 

 

 

P. O. Box 386 

9 Upper River Street 
Brookfield, MA 01506 

  

Phone: 508-867-5145 
Email: buuc01506@gmail.com  

BROOKFIELD 

UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
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