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Notes from the President  

My first year as president was cushioned by 

the calming presence of Rev. Craig Nowak.  

My second year as president was marked by 

almost daily calls with Alyssa Lee, who had just 

graduated from seminary.  We actually had a 

lot of fun trying to figure everything out together.  Her leaving 

BUUC after one year was a very painful decision based solely 

on the need for her to have a full-time position for financial 

survival, which we could not offer her.  When we found no 

suitable minister to replace Alyssa, I knew it was going to be a 

very different year for everyone. 

As I write this, the end of BUUC’s regular church year is 

practically upon us.  When I ponder this past year, I believe 

that we have not only survived this past year without a 

minister, but we have thrived.  Our beloved community held each other even closer, knowing we 

could lean on each other unconditionally.  One of the brightest moments of this church year was 

our Lay Pastoral Care Team coming to fruition.  Its four members have provided a service to our 

congregation that affirms our beliefs in and the practice of our Unitarian Universalist Principles.  

Almost exactly one year ago the Executive Committee discussed whether or not we had the 

potential in our congregation to create a Lay Pastoral Care Team.  The discussion of this idea was 

not met with great enthusiasm by all of Exec.  Yet just one year later it is up and running extremely 

well. 

The Lay Pastoral Care Team epitomizes what 

has happened many, many times over this year.  

When people saw a need, they stepped up 

and did what needed doing.  Our church exists 

because of our volunteers.  With our not having 

a minister, much more was asked of current 

volunteers, and new volunteers were needed, 

also.  And, somehow, all of the necessary work 

was done that kept our church humming along 

all year.  Without a minister, the Lay Pastoral 

Care Team became a resource for everyone; 

A Welcoming Congregation  

and a Green Sanctuary 

We are a fellowship of seekers 

after truth, bound by no dogma, 

restricted by no creed. 

Our Affirmation 

TOGETHER:  We unite in an 

atmosphere of care and support to 

foster spiritual health and growth. 

TOGETHER:  We focus on sharing our 

ideas and histories, with warmth, 

hope, loving friendship and  

an open mind. 

TOGETHER:  We nurture stability for 

our daily lives and seek motivation to 

reach out to the larger community. 
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four people signed the Membership book; and, to the credit of everyone, our pledges were up 35% 

from last year. 

The regular church year will end soon, yet we will continue to gather on zoom for our smaller, earlier 

(9:30!  Yes, you will see bathrobes) services that provide us with a time for worship and continued 

connection to each other.  As you vacation, garden, or do something else you enjoy this summer, 

please consider joining our summer services.  These are crazy times, and we can lean on each other 

to get through them.  And I am counting down the days until we begin a new chapter with Rev. 

Alice’s becoming our minister.  I wish for all of you a wonderful summer.  May you all keep love for our 

blessed community in your hearts.  And, most of all, I wish you peace. 

Robyn 

 

June Gratitude 

We are so very grateful to 

everyone—staff, committees, 

and volunteers—who put in so 

much extra work this year to 

keep our little church running. 

Service of Remembrance 

A Service of Remembrance for Robert Swift will be 

held at this church at 11 A.M. on Saturday, June 

21.  Rev. Craig Nowak will preside.   

Plan on enjoying a lot of music, which Bob 

loved.  He always said his favorite church would 

have only music, but that BUUC came a close 

second.   

A follow-up gathering afterward is planned for 

Rapscallion Pub, 3 Arnold Road, Fiskdale, MA.  All 

are welcome.  

Annual Meeting 

BUUC’s annual meeting will be on Sunday, June 8th, directly 

after the service.  This will be an in person meeting.  Please 

plan to attend so we can conduct the church’s business, 

including voting on our annual budget for the upcoming 

church year. 



 

 

Music Notes 

This is the time of year for expressing our thanks for all the musicians who 

contributed to worship this year.   

 First and foremost is our choir, which rehearses every week and sings for fully half 

 of the services in the year.  The Covid pandemic took its toll and when we 

 resumed live services we had a stalwart and dedicated choir which shrank even 

 further due to students going off to college.  Since then, we have steadily built 

back up, including, in March, the return of two former choir members.  Please join me in thanking the 

current choir membership: 

Cara Wales Donna Sullivan  Jamie Bishop  

Emily Foster Sarah Swift  Dave Yutzler  

Nubia Peña Alyssa Yutzler Kurt Staven  

Stacey Mikesell Tara Brown  

A.J. Kiernan Roxann Smith  

And Bob Swift and Jo Ann Pierce attended rehearsals on zoom.  

On the "Non-Choir Sundays" the following people contributed their talents, many of them multiple 

times: 

Rick Condee, flute  Roxann Smith, hammered dulcimer  

Gary Blanchard, voice, guitar and banjo Jessica Adams, voice 

Emily Foster, piano Zoey Adams, voice 

Jamie Bishop, concertina Kurt Staven, voice and piano 

Nubia Peña, voice and guitar Russell Killough-Miller, cello 

Dave Yutzler, voice, piano William Simpson, bassoon 

Lucy Colwell, French horn  Brigid Choiniere, recorder 

Jenny Adams, guitar David Groner, cello 

Jared Adams, guitar 

Linda Friedmann, hammered dulcimer and flute 

BUUC is often lauded for its music, both choral and otherwise.  It wouldn't be what it is without all 

these generous contributors.  Please seek them out to share your thanks.   I am so grateful for them 

all.  

And PS:  If you have a musical talent to share that I don't yet know about, please talk to me.  We 

welcome and appreciate musical offerings from beginners and professionals alike.  

Lila Farrar, 

Music Director 

 

  



 

 

Notes from the Director of Religious Exploration 

Years ago, my delightful predecessor, Laurel Burdon, began the BUUC's tradition 

of the Annual Can Hunt. 

On Easter, instead of seeking eggs, Explorers seek out donations for the Brookfield 

Ecumenical Food Pantry.  Our generous congregation provides the 

donations.  On April 20, we found 64 objects hidden in the churchyard. 

Within a few weeks of the Annual Can Hunt, Explorers load up a wagon generously lent by Lila 

Farrar.  With Chris and Karen Keough-Huff leading, we walk all those donations to the Food 

Pantry.  Once we arrive, everything gets weighed in.  This year, our donations exceeded 120 pounds! 

Chris and Karen provide information about how the Food Pantry works, and they kindly answer 

questions.  Afterward, we take all of the donations to the storeroom and restock.  We also restock the 

"storefront." 

When it's time to go, some of the younger Explorers pile into the wagon while the older ones take 

turns pulling them back to church.  Generally, we return during Fellowship Hour, and the Explorers 

take off as fast as they can for the parlor.  The fresh air, walk, and heavy lifting leaves them in need 

of sustenance and the version of free play that is right for their ages.  It amazes me that despite doing 

this every year, we always have a great time. 

There's an underlying theme to this story of our tradition:  Gratitude.  Gratitude for the weekly 

donations to the Brookfield Ecumenical Food Pantry.  Gratitude for the extra giving as we prepare for 

the Annual Can Hunt.  Gratitude to my volunteer on Easter (this year, Alix), who helps keep the kids 

safe and find missing cans.  Gratitude for Lila and her wagon.  Gratitude for Chris and Karen for 

leading the field trip.  And gratitude for the Explorers themselves:  their exuberance and curiosity are 

endlessly inspiring. 

Cara Wales, 

DRE 

 

 

Religious Exploration Calendar 

June 1: Regular Sunday 

June 8:   RE Family Walk 

June 15:  Intergenerational Stone  

 Communion 



 

 

Committee for Ecology & Social Action (CESA) 

Our support for the ACE Peer to Peer Fundraiser continues through June 20th.  We have had 8 donors 

raise $450 toward our $500 goal!  Wouldn’t it be amazing to meet twice our goal and reach $1,000?!?  

Please continue to spread the word and feel free to donate.  Any amount will make a positive 

difference.  (If you’d like to support this fundraiser yet don’t want to do so online, feel free to write a 

check to ACE and / or give cash to Laurel Hemmer or Kirk Upton.)  For further details about this 

campaign, see the CESA board in the parlor, or refer to our section in the May Happenings newsletter. 

The organization Our Bright Future is hosting a golf tournament fundraiser on Saturday, June 28th at 

the Raceway Golf Club 205 East Thompson Road Thompson CT.  The event starts at 1:30.  All proceeds 

will go to their STEMing into Sports Summer Camp program.  Many of you will remember Kwasi 

Acheampong, who heads up Our Bright Future, talk about his life journey from Ghana to the US at 

our March 30th service.  Our Bright Future is a very successful program supporting youth in the 

Southbridge area.  CESA would like to continue supporting this organization.  OBF is looking for help 

at the tournament and also for donations of raffle items for the event.  Folks who are helping are 

asked to arrive at 11:30.  If you are interested in helping, please let Penny Blum or anyone on the 

CESA committee know.  Thanks very much. 

This year’s Helpsy Textile Collection drive is set for July 12—19th, 3 to 7:00pm.  Volunteers welcome!  If 

you can spare a couple hours during one (or more) of the collection days, or lend a hand (and strong 

back) to help load the truck on Sunday, July 20th, your assistance would be greatly appreciated!  A 

sign-up sheet is in the parlor.  This is a great way to keep unusable material out of the landfill, keep 

usable items in circulation, raise some money for the church, and connect with members of the 

surrounding community. 

BUUC SUPPORTS WCK  

CESA is pleased to announce that members of this church have raised a total of $891.23 in spare 

change and paper currency at Fellowship Hour for World Central Kitchen (WCK) since 2022.  The 

breakdown by church years is: 

‘22-23—$276.15   • ‘23-’24—$230.72   • ‘24-’25—$384.36 

Our donations go to the WCK general fund for the organization to decide where it is most needed. 

WCK makes and serves meals to people caught in sudden weather or war disasters around the world 

and in the United States.  Most recently, WCK served meals in Missouri and Kentucky after devastating 

tornadoes, and mobilized in Buenos Aires amidst record-breaking flooding.  They were forced to close 

operations in Gaza when they lost their food supply routes. 

NEW Resources on the Bulletin Board 

Information on how to contact your local leglislators. 

The Know Your Rights poster outlines your legal rights when interacting with 

government and immigration officials.  

CESA would like to thank everyone who has helped support us in our efforts this year, and for 

all the ways you continue to work towards justice in the greater community. 



 

 

  

June Services 

Sunday morning services are held at 10:30 am. 

June 1:  “Katamari Damacy” 

Worship Leader:  Tanya Neslusan 

Music:  BUUC Choir 

June 8:  “It’s Sunday Morning, Why Are You Here?” 

Worship Leaders & Music:  Helen Wolfson 

& Eric Thomas  

June 15:  Intergenerational Service  

with Stone Communion 

“Recreation” 

Worship Leader:  Cara Wales 

Music:  BUUC Choir 

June 22:  General Assembly Sunday Worship 

 11:00am – 12:30pm 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Dr. Nicole Kirk   

The UUA General Assembly takes place in Baltimore, 

MD this year, and their Sunday service will be 

available to view online.  BUUC will send out the link. 

A Note About Worship 

We hold hybrid services (in-person and streaming) as often 

as tech volunteers are available.  For those who wish to 

stream the service (attend online) a link will be provided 

via email.  If you'd like to volunteer to be one of our ZOOM 

Geeks, email Barb Hale at b.lambert.hale@gmail.com.  

We Rise: 

Social Justice Resources Page 

For those who feel called by our faith to 

take the side of human worth and 

dignity through social action, go to 

www.buuc.org and click the tab “We 

Rise: Social Justice Resources” on the 

menu at the left side of the page. 

Pastoral Care 

If you are in need of pastoral care, please contact 

Rev. John Pastor at 978-724-0225. 

The Lay Pastoral Care Team has been training to 

provide extra support for the BUUC 

community.  Members Laurel Hemmer, Cruger 

Johnson Phillips, and Cara Wales can meet with you 

in person, over the phone, or via Zoom.  Please 

contact Cara Wales (c.l.c.wales@gmail.com; 774-

230-1398) to request lay pastoral care, and one of us 

will get back to you. 

Announcements 

Stone Soup 

Wednesday, June 4th at 12:00pm.  Come 

catch up with friends and have lunch 

together.  Attendees are invited to bring 

their lunch.  Coffee and tea will be 

provided. 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, June 8th, directly following the 

service. 

Book Club  

The BUUC Book Discussion Group will be 

meeting via ZOOM on Tuesday, June 10th 

at 7:00pm to discuss Egg: A Dozen 

Ovatures by Lizzie Stark.  Please feel free to 

attend.  A complete list of this year's books 

can be found on our website at 

www.buuc.org/events.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Barbara Hale at 

b.lambert.hale@gmail.com.  

CESA 

The next meeting of the Committee for 

Ecology and Social Action will be 

Wednesday, June 25th, at 7:00pm on 

ZOOM.  If you have any questions or would 

like more information, please contact 

Penny Blum at quabbinquilter@gmail.com 

Choir Practice 

6:55-8:30pm each Thursday.   

Contact Music Director Lila M. Farrar at 

lilamfarrar@gmail.com or 508-864-5978. 

Executive Committee 

First Monday of the month at 6:30pm.  
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Interested in 

Membership at BUUC?  

Unitarian Universalism is a 

covenantal faith making 

membership in our community 

both simple and challenging.  It is 

simple in that to become a 

member all that is generally 

required is signing the membership 

book.   It is challenging because 

that is not all that is asked of our 

members.  In addition to honoring 

our congregational covenant, as 

a member you would be asked to: 

• Worship in community regularly 

• Work faithfully on your own 

spiritual development 

• Be involved in a ministry of 

service to others 

• Share your financial resources 

as stewards of the present and 

future of this religious community 

• Continue to learn and 

connect to the wider movement 

of Unitarian Universalism 

• Assume responsibility for 

offering the genuine hospitality 

of this community to all who 

come here.   

Visitors and friends curious to know 

more or who are considering 

becoming a member of BUUC are 

invited to contact president Robyn 

Vincent at 774-230-6623 or 

robynbuuc@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Covenant 

As we share our lives in this place 

of blessed community, we 

promise to unite in an atmosphere 

of care and support, provide a 

spiritual home for ourselves and 

our children, and work together in 

our search for truth and caring 

ways to be in community with 

each other, both within and 

beyond these walls.  

We seek to embody a welcoming 

community of  

CARING, SUPPORT, AND SERVICE 

We therefore promise to: 

• Treat each other with respect, 

trust, and compassion 

• Actively listen to all points of 

view on important issues 

• Create an open environment 

for nonjudgmental    participation 

• Honor dissenting views, 

agreeing to disagree 

• Make decisions with as much 

participation as possible 

• Accept that we will make 

mistakes, forgive each other, and 

move on 

• Express gratitude for the efforts 

of others 

• Work together to live by our 

Covenant; and 

• Try to the best of our ability to 

live by our Unitarian Universalist 

Principles and Purposes, affirming 

our tradition of service and 

justice for all. 

Adopted by the members of 

 BUUC May 20, 2012 

 

Community Resources 

At the heart of Unitarian Universalism is a deep recognition and respect 

for the interconnectedness of life.  As a faith community, Brookfield 

Unitarian Universalist Church seeks to foster spiritual health and growth, 

but we also recognize that it is equally important to encourage and 

empower one another to lives of physical, mental, and emotional 

health and well-being.   To that end, we have launched our Community 

Resources page.  To access the page visit 

http://www.buuc.org/community-resources.html. 

 

Who’s Who at BUUC 

Staff 
Director of Religious Exploration  

Cara Wales 

Music Director 

Lila M. Farrar 

Office Assistant 

Emily Foster  

Executive Committee 
President 

Robyn Vincent 

Treasurer 

Roxann Smith 

Clerk 

Colleen Groner 

Members-at-Large 

Fritzi Foster, Christine Holbrook, 

Sharon Smith, Cruger Johnson Phillips 

Collector 

Dave Yutzler 

Committees and Groups 
Worship Committee 

Barb Hale (chair), Roxann Smith,  

John Kennison, David Yutzler,  

Linda Friedmann, Lila Farrar, 

Gary Blanchard 

Flower Committee 

Lila Farrar (chair), Judy Trifone, 

Donna Sullivan 

Membership Committee 

Alix McNitt (chair), Joanne Hamerly, 

Donna Boyea, Penny Blum, 

Robyn Vincent, Karen Goudey, 

Laurel Hemmer 

Nominating Committee 

Joanne Hamerly, Donna Boyea, 

Karen Keough-Huff 

Women’s Alliance 

Donna Sullivan (chair), Donna 

Boyea, Barb Hale, Joanne Hamerly, 

Laurel Hemmer, Laurie Magnuson, 

Sharon Smith, Judy Trifone,  

Diane Mossa 

Committee for Ecology and Social 

Action (CESA) 

Penny Blum (chair), Joanne Hamerly, 

Donna Boyea, Laurel Hemmer,  

Sarah Swift, Barb Hale, Lila Farrar, 

Emily Foster, Alix McNitt,  

Kathleen Walker 

Trustees 

Doug Smith, Kirk Upton, 

Linda Friedmann 
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We’re on the web 

www.buuc.org  

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@buucrocks 

 

 

P. O. Box 386 

9 Upper River Street 
Brookfield, MA 01506 

  

Phone: 508-867-5145 
Email: buuc01506@gmail.com  

BROOKFIELD 

UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
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