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November Services 
Sunday morning services are held at 10:30 am. 

November 2:  Samhain Service - “Honoring Our  

Ancestors, Remembering Our Loved Ones” 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Alice Anacheka-Nasemann 

Music:  BUUC Choir 

Samhain, translated from Old Irish as “Summer’s End,” is a 

pagan festival marking the end of harvest season. With 

life falling back in preparation for the winter, the Gaels 

believed that the border between this world and the 

other world became thin on Samhain. In this service we 

will honor the cycles of life and death and pay tribute to 

our loved ones who have died. You are invited to bring a 

photograph of a deceased loved one to add to an altar 

of memory. 

November 9:  “Democracy and Our Spiritual Fortitude” 

Worship Leader:  Claire Karl Müller 

Music:  Rick Condee, Handel Flute Sonata 

November 16:  “The Gift of Receiving Generously” 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Alice Anacheka-Nasemann 

Music:  Jared Adams, guitar and vocals 

November 23:  Intergenerational Thanksgiving Service 

“Creating Our Cornucopia of Thanksgiving” 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Alice Anacheka-Nasemann 

Music:  BUUC IG Choir 

November 30:  “No, Thank You” 

Worship Leader:  Tanya Neslusan 

Music:  Linda Friedmann, Hammered dulcimer 

A Note About Worship 

We hold hybrid services (in-person and streaming) as often as 

tech volunteers are available.  For those who wish to stream the 

service (attend online) a link will be provided via email.  If you'd 

like to volunteer to be one of our ZOOM Geeks, email Sharon 

Smith at wpsharon@charter.net. 

 

A Welcoming Congregation  

and a Green Sanctuary 

We are a fellowship of seekers 

after truth, bound by no dogma, 

restricted by no creed. 

Our Affirmation 

TOGETHER: We unite in an 
atmosphere of care and support to 
foster spiritual health and growth. 

TOGETHER: We focus on sharing our 
ideas and histories, with warmth, 
hope, loving friendship and an 

open mind. 

TOGETHER: We nurture stability for 
our daily lives and seek motivation 

to reach out to the larger 
community. 

 

November 2025 
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  A Note from Rev. Alice 

From laughing with you over games, to gathering with various groups and 

committees, to chatting during social hour, to relaxing at Ferry Beach -- I have 

so enjoyed the opportunities to start to get to know you all over these past 

few months. What a wonderful congregation you are!! I am excited to 

continue building our shared ministry! 

For those of you who aren't able to make it to church in person on Sundays, 

or anyone who simply would enjoy a chance to chat, please know that I would be delighted to 

come to you for a visit or meet you somewhere for tea/coffee. Just drop me a note 

at buucminister@gmail.com or text or call me at 413-282-8240.  

 

 
Music Notes 

 What is BUUC IG Choir?   

 Our "Intergenerational" choir is our regular choir plus a few extra singers of all 

 ages.  These might be youth, or former choir members or other singers not able 

 to commit to the full choir at this time.  IG singers may attend a few regular 

 Thursday evening choir practices.  Sometimes we may arrange extra after-

 church rehearsals.  Sometimes when it involves singing music that is already well 

known, it just involves coming early on Sunday morning.  Each IG choir Sunday is unique in that 

way.  An IG singer may sing only once, or may sing in any or all of the IG Sundays throughout the 

year.   If you are interested in this and I don't have you on my IG choir list, or if you have any 

questions about it, please talk to me (lilamfarrar@gmail.com; 508-864-5978; or after church most 

Sundays). 

The next IG Choir Sunday is our Thanksgiving Service Nov. 23 and is unique.  We will be singing 

"Plenitude" by Supply Belcher.  It is an Early American fuguing tune, meaning it was written in the 

late 18th century by a native New Englander in a style that was popular for singers who were 

singing for fun, not for performance.  We have been singing this piece since I first began directing 

the choir here over 25 years ago.  By now, we consider everyone to be a member of the IG 

choir!  Because the preferred traditional way to enjoy singing this genre of music is with singers in 

a square where they can best hear one another, our choir will emulate that by standing in the 

perimeter aisles.  The melody is in the tenor line and can be sung by both sopranos and tenors in 

their own range.  They will be in front.  Basses will be in the back.  Altos will be in the street side 

aisle (a harmony part) and sopranos will be in the Parlor side aisle (a high harmony part).  IG choir 

members may stand with the section they want to sing with or may sing (or listen) from where 

they are seated.  The music will be available to everyone as a handout, so you may follow along 

even if you are listening.  If you want the practice or just extra joy of singing, come at 9:30 that 

morning.  Enjoy! 

Lila M. Farrar, 

Music Director 
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Notes from the Director of Religious Exploration 

November RE Calendar 

  2:  Regular Sunday with Samhain Celebration (costumes welcome!) 

  9:  RE Family Walk 

16:  Regular Sunday 

23:  Intergenerational Thanksgiving  

30:  Regular Sunday 

Volunteers Needed for Intergenerational Winter Solstice 

We need the help of a few people with a pageant for the Intergenerational Winter Solstice on 

December 21! 

There will be a short rehearsal after the service on December 7 that will be over before Game 

Day begins.  Participants will also arrive at 10a on December 21 for a quick walk-through. 

Please email Rev. Alice (buucminister@gmail.com) or Cara Wales (c.l.c.wales@gmail.com) if you 

are available for some intergenerational fun. 

Cara Wales, 

DRE 

 

Committee for Ecology & 

Social Action (CESA) 

CESA will be collecting bottles 

and cans to benefit Kids in the 

Congo.  We will be collecting 

Sunday, Nov. 30th through 

Sunday, Dec. 7th.  So please 

save your bottles and cans to 

help Kids in the Congo. 

We are also continuing to 

collect for World Central 

Kitchen.  Look for the 

decorated can on the 

refreshment table in the parlor.  

World Central Kitchen is on the 

ground providing critical aid 

during crises around the world.  

We greatly appreciate your 

support. 

Welcoming Potluck, Save the Date 

Join us in welcoming Rev. Alice as our new minister at a 

potluck on Sunday, November 16th after the service.   

Stay tuned for more details.  
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For the second year, members of BUUC spent the weekend of September 19 at Ferry Beach in 

Saco, ME.  We were joined by UUs from Waltham and North Andover.  We all got 

along swimmingly, both literally and figuratively!  

We look forward to returning next year.  It was wonderful! 

2nd Annual Gingerbread Event - with a twist! 

Last year at the last minute we tried to pull together a 

Gingerbread House Contest.  This year, we are giving the 

congregation more time to create their houses.  The twist?  

We are making it an UN-GINGERBREAD House display.  We 

are inviting people to create Holiday Houses / Buildings out 

of paper or cardboard or other easily accessible materials 

and decorating them with any crafty supplies they would like.  

This way we don’t have to worry about critters eating our 

houses and we can still have some festive decorations at the 

church throughout the month of December.  So, put on your 

thinking caps and join in the fun! 

Bring your creations to the church beginning December 7th. 

  



 

 

  

We Rise: 

Social Justice Resources Page 

For those who feel called by our faith to take the 

side of human worth and dignity through social 

action, go to www.buuc.org and click the tab “We 

Rise: Social Justice Resources” on the menu at the 

left side of the page. 

Announcements 

Games at the BUUC 

The next game day at BUUC is Sunday, November 

2nd, after Fellowship Hour.  Bring a game, a lunch 

or snack, or just yourself for laughs and community 

building. 

Welcoming Potluck for Rev. Ailce 

Sunday, November 16th, following the service. 

Stone Soup 

Wednesday, November 5th at 12:00pm.  Come 

catch up with friends and have lunch together.  

Attendees are invited to bring their lunch.  Coffee 

and tea will be provided. 

Book Club  

The BUUC Book Discussion Group will be meeting 

via ZOOM on Tuesday, November 11th at 7:00pm 

to discuss Otherlands by Thomas Halliday.  Please 

feel free to attend.  A complete list of this year's 

books can be found on our website at 

www.buuc.org/events.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Barbara Hale at 

b.lambert.hale@gmail.com.  

CESA 

The next meeting of the Committee for Ecology 

and Social Action will be Wednesday, November 

19th, at 7:00pm on ZOOM.  If you have any 

questions or would like more information, please 

contact Penny Blum at quabbinquilter@gmail.com 

Choir Practice 

6:55-8:30pm each Thursday.   

Contact Music Director Lila M. Farrar at 

lilamfarrar@gmail.com or 508-864-5978. 

Worship Committee Meeting 

First Monday of the month at 4:30pm. 

Executive Committee 

First Monday of the month at 6:30pm.  

 

Flowers for the Altar 

The Flower Committee invites anyone who is 

interested, to volunteer to bring flowers for the 

altar.  The sign-up sheet is in the parlor.   

If you sign up you will get a reminder (include 

preferred contact info on the sign-up sheet, or if 

not in the church directory).  If you bring flowers, 

please take them home after the service or 

make other arrangements.  You can give them 

to someone ─ the local nursing homes are 

always happy recipients.  The church has a 

variety of vases in all sizes, if you don't have one 

of your own that you want to use.   

If you have any questions 

please talk to a Flower 

Committee member: Lila 

Farrar, chair; Donna 

Sullivan; or Judy 

Trifone.  We provide altar 

flowers for any Sunday 

that someone hasn't 

signed up for.  Thank you 

for considering!  

Pastoral Care & Visits 

If you are in need of pastoral care or if you would 

enjoy a visit from the new minister, please contact 

Rev. Alice to arrange a time.   

buucminister@gmail.com 

413-282-8240 

 

Community Resources 

At the heart of Unitarian Universalism is a deep 

recognition and respect for the 

interconnectedness of life.  As a faith community, 

Brookfield Unitarian Universalist Church seeks to 

foster spiritual health and growth, but we also 

recognize that it is equally important to encourage 

and empower one another to lives of physical, 

mental, and emotional health and well-being.   To 

that end, we have launched our Community 

Resources page.  To access the page visit 

http://www.buuc.org/community-resources.html. 
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Interested in 

Membership at BUUC?  

Unitarian Universalism is a 

covenantal faith making 

membership in our 

community both simple and 

challenging.  It is simple in that 

to become a member all that 

is generally required is signing 

the membership book.   It is 

challenging because that is 

not all that is asked of our 

members.  In addition to 

honoring our congregational 

covenant, as a member you 

would be asked to: 

• Worship in community 

regularly 

• Work faithfully on your own 

spiritual development 

• Be involved in a ministry of 

service to others 

• Share your financial 

resources as stewards of the 

present and future of this 

religious community 

• Continue to learn and 

connect to the wider 

movement of Unitarian 

Universalism 

• Assume responsibility for 

offering the genuine 

hospitality of this 

community to all who 

come here.   

Visitors and friends curious to 

know more or who are 

considering becoming a 

member of BUUC are invited 

to contact Rev. Alice at 

buucminister@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

Our Covenant 

As we share our lives in this 

place of blessed community, 

we promise to unite in an 

atmosphere of care and 

support, provide a spiritual 

home for ourselves and our 

children, and work together in 

our search for truth and 

caring ways to be in 

community with each other, 

both within and beyond 

these walls.  

We seek to embody a 

welcoming community of  

CARING, SUPPORT, AND 

SERVICE 

We therefore promise to: 

• Treat each other with 

respect, trust, and 

compassion 

• Actively listen to all points 

of view on important issues 

• Create an open 

environment for 

nonjudgmental    

participation 

• Honor dissenting views, 

agreeing to disagree 

• Make decisions with as 

much participation as 

possible 

• Accept that we will make 

mistakes, forgive each 

other, and move on 

• Express gratitude for the 

efforts of others 

• Work together to live by our 

Covenant; and 

• Try to the best of our ability 

to live by our Unitarian 

Universalist Principles and 

Purposes, affirming our 

tradition of service and 

justice for all. 

Adopted by the members of 

 BUUC May 20, 2012 

 

Who’s Who at BUUC 

Staff 
Minister 

Rev. Alice Anacheka-Nasemann 

Director of Religious Exploration  

Cara Wales 

Music Director 

Lila M. Farrar 

Office Assistant 

Emily Foster  

Executive Committee 
President 

Robyn Vincent 

Treasurer 

Roxann Smith 

Clerk 

Colleen Groner 

Members-at-Large 

Cruger Johnson Phillips, Sharon Smith,  

Karen Goudey, Linda Friedmann 

Collector 

Dave Yutzler 

Committees and Groups 

Worship Committee 

Barb Hale (chair), Roxann Smith,  

Dave Yutzler, John Kennison, Lila Farrar, 

Linda Friedmann, Gary Blanchard 

Flower Committee 

Lila Farrar (chair), Judy Trifone,  

Donna Sullivan 

Membership Committee 

Alix McNitt (chair), Joanne Hamerly,  

Donna Boyea, Penny Blum, Robyn Vincent, 

Karen Goudey, Laurel Hemmer 

Nominating Committee 

Joanne Hamerly, Fritzi Foster, Donna Sullivan 

Women’s Alliance 

Donna Sullivan (chair), Donna Boyea,  

Barb Hale, Joanne Hamerly, Laurel Hemmer, 

Laurie Magnuson, Sharon Smith, Judy 

Trifone,  

Diane Mossa 

Committee for Ecology and Social Action 

(CESA) 

Penny Blum (chair), Joanne Hamerly,  

Donna Boyea, Laurel Hemmer, Sarah Swift, 

Barb Hale, Lila Farrar, Emily Foster,  

Alix McNitt, Kathleen Walker,  

Colleen Graham 

Lay Pastoral Care Committee 

Cara Wales (chair), Laurel Hemmer, 

Cruger Johnson Phillips 

Trustees 

Doug Smith, Kirk Upton, Kurt Staven 
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